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Synopsis

Written by one of the best known and most respected biblical scholars of all time, this illustrated
volume explores all of the primary themes in Paul&#39;s thought as they developed in the historical
context of his life and travels. While Bruce&#39;s primary concern is to portray the life of the apostle
Paul, he also examines the main themes of Paul&#39;s thought, set in their historical background
and illustrated from his letters. Originally published in 1977, this new paperback edition

ofA PaulA will be used with profit by all who have an interest in the primitive church--from general

readers to the most advanced biblical scholar.
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Customer Reviews

This is head and shoulders above all other Paul books I've ever read. The quantity of information
that Dr. Bruce covers is massive, yet he does it in a very understandable and well organized
fashion. | cannot imagine a more well-written book on the topic of Paul.Bruce includes a tremendous
amount of historical background in order for the reader to better comprehend who Paul was, and
why he lived and acted the way he did. | especially enjoyed Bruce’s theory on the development of
Paul as a person throughout his life. Many people forget about all of the events in Paul’s life and
how those events would change a man.| honestly cannot think of anything negative to say about
this book. If you want to know more about Paul (and early Christianity), then | can think of no better

starting point than right here.



This is the only book written exclusively about Paul that | have read and the only one that | think |
will for quite some time. When | began my search for a good biography of the life of the apostle Paul
| spent many hours sifting through editorial reviews all claiming strong accolades for each book | ran
across. | eventually bought this one if nothing else than lack of desire to find "the one." Ironically, |
think | did.Bruce’s portrayal of Paul is full and complete, covering the span of his life as well as the
history, culture and geography of its setting. Each chapter is neatly categorized under numbered
main ideas while still expounding a full thesis throughout. The design, as well as the content, of the
book is superb.l was concerned that | would not be able to find a book on Paul that combined both
literary criticism and scholarship with a moderate to conservative outlook on Christianity in general.
My concerns vanished after the first few chapters and | began to see the scope of Bruce’s writing.
Perhaps the most gripping aspect of the book is Bruce’s ability to present Paul as a real person
instead of merely an iconoclastic image of a legend. By combining both scholarship and
straightforward hermenuetics the apostle springs to life as a threefold person, for Paul was a man of
heart, mind and action and no element is neglected at the expense of the other. The reader is
allowed to glimpse at Paul’s personality as an audaucious and perhaps blunt individual who
nevertheless is steadfast in his determination to complete the mission given to him by the risen
Christ. Paul's heart is clearly seen in his interaction with is fledgling congregations while his mind is
picked at for the tremendous ideas and thought he developed that affected the rest of
christendom.In short, | was more than satisfied enough with this book that | have found no need for
another for a while. | would recommend this book to conservative evangelicals looking for an

adequate description of Paul’s life, thought and activity.

If ever there was a complete work of the apostle Paul, this is it. And it is written by no less an expert
than one of the 20th century’s foremost Christian scholars, F.F. Bruce. Now that it's in paperback,
every Christian ought to examine it for himself. The problem is, we’re such a light-hearted fictional
society (yes, I'm talking about us Christians) that many might never touch this book with a 10-foot
pole. There’s not enough plot to it, | can hear someone say. (Are you kidding? Who could have lived
any fuller a life than Paul? He was the MAN!) In addition, another possible complaint could be that
it's not written in an easy-flowing biographical style. True, but at the same time, this is not an
impossible book for the average layperson to understand. That's why the publisher has made it
available in paperback.Let me say, if you consider yourself a person who loves the Word of God, a
book like this will only enhance your study. It takes us from the beginning of Saul/Paul’s life and

opposition to the Way all the way to his imprisonments and death, with an emphasis on the



apostle’s theology. In effect, Bruce gives us the complete context to help us understand the
situations that caused Paul to write the way he did. You will want to have your Bible nearby when
you read it. Another valuable tool in this book is its index. This book could be used when carefully
studying Acts or one of Paul’s epistles. The background information the book provides what is
probably more valuable than a set of NT commentaries. While the book can be either read or just
utilized as a resource, there is no doubt in my mind that this is the best single work on Paul that |

have ever seen.
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